..for something that involves a bigger abstention from food. | have
found fasting to be very meaningful, and also challenging. So, | want
to encourage you to fast with us. If you want a little help or direction
as you prepare, feel free to talk to Pastor Caleb or me. We’d love to
come alongside you.

Let’s return to our opening question: what does God want for
us and from us in 2026? We probably don’t know the answer to that
question at this very moment, at least not in a full sense. But it is
worth taking time to discern. And even the process of discerning
what God has for us to do in a given moment is a beautiful thing. God
is working and He has a vision both for your life and for this year, and |
believe the two are interconnected. | believe this time of seeking Him
and submitting to Him is part of that long-term formational work God
is doing. So, let’s continue to seek Him together as we step into 2026,
both for the coming year and beyond.

-Pastor Jacob

What is a disciple?

This question can be answered
in myriad ways. For the people who
literally followed Jesus during his
earthly ministry, discipleship was a
common apprenticeship structure for
burgeoning religious leaders. Many
today describe it as “following Jesus” - but that may be too
simplistic.

Over eight days, writers from across BIC U.S. will explore four
crucial elements of discipleship, providing examples and encouraging
thoughtful consideration in our devotional guide for this year’s Week
of Prayer and Fasting. A hard copy form of the devotional guide can
be found at our Welcome Center. It can also be found online at:
https://bicus.org/resources/prayer-guides/week-of-prayer-and-
fasting/

At the end of the week, join us at New Life Believers for
Sacred Assembly, on January 11, at 6:30 pm.

AT, ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE

Elements of
Discipleship

Sacred Assembly - 6:30pm
January 11, New Life Believers

PARAMOUNT € PARCHMENT

Have you ever made a New Years resolution? There is
something appealing about starting the year anew, setting goals
and purposing to do something good, right?

Have you ever wondered, while resolving to be or do
something new or better, what God might want for you in the
coming year? | don’t think we should discount this. On one hand,
we recognize that God has done something radical and new in our
lives—we have become new creations (2 Cor. 5:17), and God is
working all things together for our good (Rom. 8:28) in the
ultimate sense. So, in other words, God is playing a long-game
strategy in our lives. He is, throughout the course of our entire
lives, working toward an end goal: making us like Jesus.

And on the other hand, we read in Ecclesiastes 3 that there
is a time for everything, that God has made everything beautiful in
its time. Even while we aren’t able to fathom the big picture that
belongs to God alone, we are able to discern what is good in a
given time. So, this is a very good question to ask: what does God
want from and for me in this time?

Our fellowship, the Brethren in Christ, is about to step into
the year with a week of prayer and fasting. It’s a time to seek the
Lord for his blessing and his wisdom, in our own lives and in our
church.

We want to invite you to join us in this. The week of prayer
and fasting is January 4-11. Take some time ahead of the week to
pray and think about how you should approach this time of
fasting. If you have never fasted before, and you would like to
participate, it would be wise to not jump in with both feet and do a
full 24-7 fast for the week. Probably a partial fast of two meals out
of the day would be better to start. If you have some experience
with fasting maybe you’re ready...

Continved on back page
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Jan. 4-11: Week of Jan. 22: Church Ministries Board
Prayer and Fasting meeting

Jan. 11: Sacred 6:30 pm
Assembly Jan. 25: Youth Game & Movie Night
6:30 pm 6:00 pm
Jan. 8: Deacon’s Jan. 28: Congregational Council
Board Meeting 7:00 pm
1:00 pm Jan. 31: Men’s Lunch
Jan. 15: Church 12:00pm
Board Meeting
6:30 pm

000

~——1 Birthdays & Anniversaries:

3 Chris Baer /Judy Larson 20 Lindsay Dorsey

7 Diane Armstrong / Collin Willhite 25 Barb Ernde

12 Waylon Dorsey / Declan Daywalt 26 Delina Kahuthu

14 Virginia Hundley / Dickie
Poffenberger

28 Don Sr. and Anna Cross

30 Sharon Dehart

News from the Church Board

The search for a new Pastor/Director of Children’s Ministry is still ongoing. Please
join us in praying for the Lord to help us connect with the right person. We are
excited to share that we are beginning to make the necessary arrangements for
our building updates to begin. Painting is scheduled to begin the week of January
12. We are also happy to be able to share that we have been invited to partner
with several BIC churches in our area to engage in the work of global mission and
support an orphanage in the Dominican Republic. This orphanage is a ministry of a
BIC church there, and serves about 20 orphans. We will be sharing more about
this in 2026. The AED we purchased has been delivered, and we plan to have it
hung in a prominent place very soon. We pray we never have to use it, but it will
be available if we do. Finally, Congregational Council is this month! Members,
please plan to participate. We’ll see you there!

In the News

Look to this feature for important Paramount BIC news and announcements

Offering envelopes for 2026 are available at the
Welcome Center. If you would like to use our
envelope system for giving in 2026, feel free to take a
set today. Please remember to write your name on
your first envelope.

Hey men! Join us for lunch on Saturday, January 31,
| at 12:00 pm, at Hagerstown Diner. This will be a great
| chance to connect with the other guys of the church
and have a great meal. The cost will be covered by
the Men’s Ministry, though anyone wishing to give
toward the cost may do so.

Hey Youth! Join the youth group for a game and
movie night on January 25, at 6:00 pm. Join us for a
super fun night with great friends!

Our Annual Congregational Council is scheduled for
Wednesday, January 28, at 7:00 pm. Agendas will be
published January 18. Please join us in praying over

and preparing for the new year.

I BUSINESS

MEETING

Did you know that we have an online pictorial
directory? You can access it by going to
paramountbic.org, and clicking on the “directory” link
(you’ll need a password, which we will happily
provide). Some of us are still not in there, but we’d
love for everyone to be. If you want to be included,
send us a picture, or let a pastor take a pic in the hall.




